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Randy Clause ~  Class of 1976
➢ While at Vo-Tech Mr. Clause was enrolled in the 

electronics shop.  He  went on to attend Dean Tech, a 
post-secondary institution where he earned a degree in 
Electrical Occupations in 1979. 

➢ In 1984, Mr. Clause opened up Claw Inc., a successful 
family-run, licensed, insured and bonded company. 
Based in New Castle, PA, they service the Pittsburgh, 
Western PA, and Eastern OH areas by assisting general 
contractors and business owners. They do so by 
helping complete their electrical projects on time and 
on budget while keeping quality and safety of the 
utmost importance.

➢ Mr. Clause is the father of four children, three boys and 
a girl.  He enjoys spending time with his children, family 
and friends at his lake house in PA.  Mr. Clause has 
been a successful business owner for over thirty years 
in the New Castle Area, not only providing quality 
services to his customers, but also employment 
opportunities to local residents and students at LCCTC.  
Mr. Clause is the epitome of a LCAVTS/LCCTC success 
story. 



Jeri Palumbo ~ 42-Year Educator
➢ Jeri Palumbo is a testament to education, professionalism and most certainly the 

LCAVTS/LCCTC.  A graduate of Slippery Rock State College, she completed her 
student teaching at the then Lawrence County AVTS and shortly thereafter, 
became fully employed with us.  Jeri spent the next 42 years influencing her 
coworkers and more importantly her students.  She inspired her students with 
her passion for history and life. 

➢ Ms. Palumbo was instrumental in establishing a Peer Leadership Chapter at 
Vo-Tech. She wasn’t just a teacher, she was a role model who impacted the 
thousands of lives, instilling the desire to learn along with the desire to live life to 
it’s fullest.  She maintained high expectations, demanding a mutual respect from 
her students and coworkers.

➢ Her dual enrollment history students, under Jeri’s tutelage, were introduced to 
the rigor of college life; she expected that they rise to the challenge – and they 
did.  Ms. Palumbo worked hard to seed financial assistance for qualified, 
interested students ensuring they were not denied the opportunity to participate. 

➢ In addition to her “life” at LCCTC, Jeri was very active in her faith, teaching CCD 
classes for many years.  She also served as the primary caregiver for her parents 
in their final years.

➢ •Jeri was a caring and compassionate person, willing to go out of her way to help.   
For many, Jeri was a stable, responsible, adult role model.  She was not an 
attention seeker, wanting to stay in the background and putting her students in 
the limelight.  In October of 2015, LCCTC lost a tremendous individual, a lost 
breed of educator.  One can only strive to achieve her level of passion and 
professionalism in education. We remember Jeri by one of her favorite sayings 
from Dr. Seuss: “Don't cry because it's over, smile because it happened!”



Ann Peay ~  35-year Educator
➢ Ann Peay worked at the Lawrence County Vo-Tech from 

1973 to 2008 as a Distributive Education Instructor.  Ms. 
Peay received the DECA Teacher of the Year award in 
1985.  She is also a current member of Delta Kappa 
Gamma, which promotes professional and personal 
growth of women educators and excellence in education.

➢ Ms. Peay serves on various boards, which include the New 
Castle Playhouse, Inter-County Horseman’s Association 
and a member of the Penn Ohio Horseman’s Association.  
She is also the Secretary Treasurer of PSEA Retired. 

➢ Ms. Peay is one of five children from the Oakmont, PA 
area.  Her father was a mechanical engineer and her 
mother held the position of Executive Secretary for the 
Alcoa Corporation. Within her family, they hold three 
PHD’s and four Master’s degrees.  Ann’s travels include 
Australia, England, Ireland, France, Italy, Switzerland, 
Austria, Canada and extensive travels throughout the 
United States.  Ms. Peay’s dedication to LCCTC is evident 
through her continued work here as a substitute 
secretary. 



Frank Pascoe ~ Class of 1970
➢ At a very young age, Frank Pascoe realized his love for woodworking; by the 

time he was 8-years-old, he was carving bowls from blocks of wood. Before 
Frank could drive, he worked with 2 of his uncles painting houses and 
replacing shingles on roofs. By the time he arrived at vo-tech, he was doing 
residential remodeling, and before he graduated, he had his first contract to 
build a house. Upon graduation, he completed courses in masonry, electrical 
wiring and real estate allowing him to appreciate every aspect of construction.

➢ Since 1972, Frank has built hundreds of homes in Lawrence, Butler and Mercer 
Counties taking pride in the knowledge that he could work with his customers 
to build a home to suit their needs.

➢ Over the years, he has served the community by holding a seat on several 
boards: past president of the Castlewood Rod and Gun Club, past treasurer 
and president of the Lawrence County Builders Association. As a member of 
the LCBA he volunteered his time for a house for Habitat. Frank was also 
elected to the Shenango School Board eventually serving as president. He has 
also sat on the joint operating committee of the LCAVTS, serving as President.

➢ Frank has been married to his wife, Belinda, since 1975 and have 3 wonderful 
children Kenny, Kristin, and Joe. At one time, all five worked for Pascoe 
Builders. To complete the family, he has a daughter-in-law, Megan, and 5 
grandchildren whom he adores.

➢ Besides Frank’s love of construction, he enjoys hunting and trapshooting. He 
has travelled to many states to compete in trapshooting contests. Frank has 
competed on the national level and brought home many trophies. He has 
been on the All-American Team for trapshooting a total of 10 times and has 
been captain of his category 3 times.



Felix Sperdute ~ 20-Year Educator
➢ Felix Sperdute began his teaching career at Lawrence County 

Vocational Technical School in 1974. He supervised students 
assigned off campus in hands-on projects throughout the county. 
Felix’s twenty-three years of experience as a union bricklayer and 
stonemason enabled him to be a mentor to his students as they 
studied the masonry trade in a realistic setting.

➢ The opportunity to teach inspired Felix to obtain his education and 
certification as a vocational instructor.  At 44 years old, he enrolled 
in the vocational education program at the University of Pittsburgh 
as a full-time student while working as a full-time teacher.

➢ In a partnership among the school, local contractors, and labor 
unions, many students benefited from these relationships finding 
gainful employment utilizing the skills he taught.

➢ Felix took great pride in his role as an educator and master 
tradesman. His biggest personal accomplishment was his work with 
the Pennsylvania Department of Education where he spent several 
years creating a curriculum based on performance standards, 
competencies, and assessments, eventually becoming a model 
framework for the state. After 20 years of teaching, Felix retired, 
passing the torch to his son, Gary. Felix’s passion for teaching and 
learning has inspired those around him. His greatest reward was 
the countless number of former students who call upon him, visit to 
express their gratitude, and continue to seek his guidance.



Keith Stitch ~  Class of 2009
➢ Keith Stitch, a 2009 graduate of LCCTC, overcome 

adversities throughout his entire life. Paralyzed from birth, 
Keith has overcome unthinkable obstacles. He exhibited 
resilience as he recovered from multiple spinal surgeries 
during his formative years. Keith never let his disability 
keep him from having a positive attitude toward life.

➢ Keith attended Century College in White Bear Lake, 
Minnesota. Keith completed the Orthotic Technician 
program. His dream of helping others who have 
experienced similar adversities would soon come true. Keith 
accepted a job at Elite Orthotics of Zelienople, PA. His work 
has to potential to make a difference in the lives of many.

➢ Keith Stitch is also an accomplished amateur powerlifter. 
He has competed in sanctioned WABDL (World Association 
of Bench Pressers and Deadlifters) competitions. In 2015, 
Keith traveled to the world competition to be held in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. His goal was to set a world record; he not 
only achieved this goal once, he did it twice in two different 
weight classes! Benching over 300 lbs. in that competition, 
he brought home the gold. Keith lives by the following 
quote: “The only disability in life is a bad attitude.”



➢ Born March 21, 1928, Arthur Zarone was a lifelong resident of New Castle, 
graduating from New Castle High School in 1947. An excellent high school athlete, 
Archie continued to play football while attending Geneva College. He was 
recognized for his athletic accomplishments by his alma mater who named him as 
“one of the best to ever wear a uniform during the era of 1950-1975.” Zarone also had 
a successful managerial career including stops with St. Joseph the Worker 
Fast-pitch softball and the Shenango American Legion.

➢ After serving in the Army in Fort Eustis Virginia and Germany, he returned home to 
begin a long career in education and community service. Mr. Zarone had stops at 
North Fairfield Junior-Senior High School, Shenango High School, George Jr. 
Republic, and Union High School before spending 28 years at the Lawrence County 
Vo-tech. Mr. Zarone is one of the founding fathers of Lawrence County Vocational 
Technical School and was there with the first brick. Mr. Zarone was quick to point 
out that one could look around Lawrence County and find home builders, 
cosmetologists, food industry workers, carpenters, bricklayers and see they are 
vo-tech kids. Seven thousand high school students passed through LCVT and over 
20,000 adults were educated over his tenure. 

➢ After retirement, Mr. Zarone became Executive Director of the Mercer County 
United Way and of the Lawrence County Learning Center as well as serving as a 
consultant to the New Castle School of Trades. His community service further 
included work with the American Cancer Society, the Salvation Army, the New Castle 
Rotary, Adult Literacy Council of Lawrence County, Girl Scouts of America, Human 
Services of Lawrence County, Lawrence County Economic Development board, 
Lawrence County Heart Association, the Labor Management Committee of 
Lawrence County, and St. Joseph the Worker Church.

Arthur Zarone ~ “Founding Father” of LCAVTS/LCCTC



Gerald Zona ~  37-Year-Educator
➢ Gerald Zona was born on March 21, 1937, in New Castle.  Mr. Zona was a 

1956 graduate of New Castle High School. He served in the Army’s Graphic 
Design Department at Ft. Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas. A graduate of 
the Art Institute of Pittsburgh, he held a B.S .and M.Ed. from the University 
of Pittsburgh. Additionally, he studied at Youngstown State University and 
Wagner College.

➢ Mr.  Zona is best known for his career as an art educator. He possessed a 
passion for life and for the arts which he shared with many. He began his 
teaching career when the Lawrence County Vocational Technical Center 
opened in 1967 where he established the commercial art program. He also 
pioneered computer technology in graphic design in the region. During his 
tenure as a teacher at Vo-Tech, he earned the honor of receiving 
Outstanding Teacher of the Year twice, once in the beginning of his career 
and once again at the end of his career as Walmart teacher of the year. 
Many of his former students have continued in the field of art as teachers 
and designers. After 37 years of inspiring students, he retired in 2004.

➢ •Mr. Zona also taught Graphic Design, Calligraphy, Airbrush and Pastel 
classes at Youngstown State University. He has taught numerous adult art 
education classes at the Butler Institute of American Art, the Hoyt Institute, 
Choffin Career and Technical Center and Boardman High School.

➢ •Jerry Zona’s love of his field was contagious, to say that students loved 
him was an understatement; they adored him.  Jerry was an icon an as an 
art teacher at LCAVTS, and surrounded himself with people and things that 
lifted his spirits and brought him joy.


